
 

Artigas and Mandela discuss Africa's opportunities in 

accessing technology to avoid "data colonialism" at 

DES2024 

The session framed within the AI4Humanity by UN panels explored the 

importance of developing inclusive technology and making it accessible 

to South African citizens 

Málaga, 13 June 2024. –  The session framed within the AI4Humanity by UN panels at 

DES – Digital Enterprise Show, led by Carme Artigas, co-chair of the United Nations 

High-Level Advisory Body on Artificial Intelligence, featured the participation of Zondwa 

Mandela, grandson of Nelson Mandela and president of the Mandela Legacy 

Foundation. 

Artigas kicked off the debate by addressing how we can avoid "data colonialism" in order 

to contribute to and facilitate Africa's access to data, technologies and digital AI solutions, 

"instead of paternalistically giving them solutions". 

By 2050, the continent will have 25% of the world's population, so "it is necessary to 

protect data so that this becomes an opportunity", said Mandela. The world leader said 

that "technology must be affordable so that people in the south can also have access to 

it", especially in South Africa where the unemployment rate is 40%, one of the highest in 

the world.   

This is precisely what the foundation he heads is working on, fighting for equality and 

human rights, and ensuring that AI serves as a positive agent of transformation on the 

African continent and is integrated globally, avoiding inequalities. "Africa represents a 

huge future market. By 2030 we want to create 775,000 jobs in South Africa, for which 

foreign investment will be crucial," he said. 

Mandela also spoke of the opportunities to generate equitable and inclusive technology 

for social welfare. "Developers are very biased when it comes to creating technology, 

they use data from the global north and not from the south. There is a need to mitigate 

this bias, to see technology as something that should be inclusive.” At the same time, he 

believes it is essential to have "more regulation and attention to the end goals of 

technology development. We talk a lot about inclusion, but we are creating technology 

that can exacerbate inequalities.” 

To boost the integration of technology solutions and talent in South Africa, Mandela said 

"re-education and support is needed to train people in soft and digital skills, but also to 

instil the concept of personal development". 

 

*** 
 

About DES | Digital Enterprise Show (June 11th-13th, 2024, FYCMA, Málaga): DES - Digital Enterprise 
Show is an event of Nebext - Next Business Exhibitions in collaboration with the City of Malaga and the 
Junta de Andalucía. Along its seven editions, it has become the largest European professional event on 
exponential technologies and one of the global benchmarks that offers senior management of companies 

the latest solutions and products to accompany large corporations, SMEs and European Public 
Administrations towards digital transformation. Throughout 3 days, we combine technology and innovation 
with digital leadership, technological solutions to improve customer and employee experience, optimization 
of operational processes and the identification of new business models, services and products for all 

industries. 
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